Czech
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pronunciation guide

a

uinbut, ain father

b (unaspirated, asin French)
tsin bits

chin church

d (dental)

din English dew

einmet, ein there

yeinyes

finfar (usualy in foreign words)
gingo (only in forein words)
voiced, somewhat as h in inhale or aha
chinloch

i in French vif, i in machine

y inyesor (after avowel) boy

k (unaspirated), or g in Gdansk before voiced consonant

| inlast or apple (can be used as a vowel)

m in middle (occasionally used as avowel)
n (alveolar)

nin English new

oinfor, oin door

p (unaspirated as in French)

kv in kvetch (only in forein words)

r (rolled asin Scots, can be used as a vowel)
simultaneously sound rolled r and sh (or sin pleasure)
sinsee

shinshal

t (dental)

t in English tune (as in the name Kat’ a)

uin put, 0o in boot

vinviolin, or f before unvoiced consonant
v (only in foreign words)

ks (only in foreign words)

pronounced as long or short i

zin zebra

sin pleasure

prava
nebe
svice
broucek
dnes
rdéni
jeden
svet

pohar, hleda
chvéje
svitani
objeti
parku, kdo
lesy, slza
musky
nenadani
piseii, pisné
vody, voni
pl&

rdéni, srdce

do koran, oteviena
slast

vSehomiru

struna, tandi

leti

duse

tvorstvo, vecko

kdyz
zZnéni
bozi

v

diphthongs -- occur only with pairs of letters, or with ¢é, or after &, 7i, or ¢
There are no specia rules for diphthongs as there are in many languages, such aswith eu in German. All diphthongs are consist simply of

X

the two vowels sounding in the order written. Except with d, &, 11, and {, each vowel gets the same stress.

a8
g

&
URIBY
0l

uj, dj
au
eu
ou

like the word eye

ai in bait

like the word yea

eewith audible final y

oy in boy

ouy in bouy or ouiein Louie

ow in now (only in foreign words)

eu in Latin deus (only in foreign words)
ow in show -- frequent in Czech words

zdajsou

chvéje

ohladuje

broucek

truth

Ky

candle
ladybug/beetle
today
reddening

one

world

chalice, search
quivering
dawn

embrace

pair, who
woods, tear(s)
flies (noun)
sudden

song, songs
water, is fragrant
weeping

reddening, heart

wide (as awindow), opened
joy

inall theworld

string, dance

flies (verb)

soul

creatures, everything

when
sound
blessed

whether they are

quivering

announce

ladybug/beetle



